on calibration curves, on protein ligand binding, and on enzyme kinetics could well be found useful by the specialist. The computer lessons appear well written and are easy to use; and the program includes full facilities for data editing, graphing, numerical integration and differentiation, forward and reverse interpolation, and data import or export to many spreadsheet and database programs. As such, it is both a valuable teaching tool and a useful reference manual in any computeroriented library. However, only a mathematical enthusiast would claim that it would be a useful book within every clinical biochemistry department (although perhaps it should be This book comprises of a series of very enjoyable vignettes of a range of clinical topics where biochemistry plays a significant role in the diagnosis, monitoring or understanding of the condition.
It is in four parts, the first dealing with structural patterns in disease. Examples are given where protein, carbohydrate and nucleic acid biochemistry, membrane structure, steroids and enzymes playa prominent role. Most of the topics chosen for discussion are covered in a brief, though adequate way, with some exceptions where the coverage is unfortunately skimpy. However, it is designed as a companion for undergraduate medical studies and provided it is not interpreted as a comprehensive conventional textbook, no great harm will result.
This second chapter deals with metabolic patterns and their disturbances including such regulars as lactic acidosis and hypoglycaemia, but topics such as sudden infant death, the clinical significance of fish oils and the metabolic consequences of starvation and overweight are entertainingly covered.
The third part of the book deals with control mechanisms and clinical practice. Here again, the discussion is salted by discussion of unusual aspects of renal disease, ionic messengers and the metabolic context of some recently developed drugs such as the HMG Co-A reductase and ACE inhibitors. There is also coverage of the pineal gland and its possible clinical importance.
The final part of the book deals with the biochemical interactions of various toxins including lead, alcohol and aluminium.
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I found this book a most enjoyable read, and although designed for undergraduate medical students, it is very suitable for those studying for qualifications in clinical biochemistry and indeed will be a rewarding read for experienced practitioners. The range of topics covered is very broad, and each topic is discussed in a livelyand interesting way. The book is well produced in softback at a cost of £17 in the UK. It is therefore a reasonably priced and useful adjunct to the conventional text book where the necessity to produce elementary, but comprehensive primers on particular topics can frequently result in a rather turgid read.
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